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SMART GROWTH
& SUSTAINABILITY
Jor the Mississippi Gulf Coast

Resuiency & Notwral Hozordys:
Protecting People & Places

Once a community understands the value of its assets,
it can begin to protect them. The Gulf Coast region
responded to Hurricane Katrina with the adoption of
strategies to promote resilience - the adaptability to
change. People and places of coastal communities
may inevitably face increased risk of natural hazards
due to their location, but effective strategies like the
ones below can increase their resilience.

e Planning for Protection

e Strengthening the Resilience of Households and
Social Networks

e Concentrating Development in Low Risk Areas

Planning for Protection

Preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation are
four types of planning that increase community
resilience to natural disaster. Storm Smart Coastal
Strategies provides a comprehensive resource on
preparedness and mitigation for Mississippi’s coastal
residents. FEMA requires communities to maintain an
active Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP). The plan outlines
flood zones, essential operations and critical facilities
to protect in an emergency. Demographic information
outlines who may be most vulnerable to a natural
catastrophe. Developing a logistical plan to coordinate
emergency response in
a crisis is another
essential step in
preparedness.
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Homeowners Handbook
Prepare for Natural Hazards.
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Hurricane damage, FEMA.

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plans (CEMP)
outline how emergency personnel will maintain
essential operations during a disaster'.  Disaster
Response Plans address the effects immediately after
a natural hazard, including evacuation, sheltering,
rescue and medical services. Long-term Recovery
Plans deal with the effects of a disaster that linger long
after emergency responders have gone home. These
plans identify ways to meet people’s specialized
needs in the months and years after a natural disaster.

Concentrating Development in Low Risk Areas

Local land wuse policies can help keep new
development out of harm’s way. FEMA maps flood
zones to indicate where risks are greatest. If possible,
the best strategy for a community is to prevent new
development in the highest impact flood zone, and to
elevate it above flood levels in lower-risk areas.
Federal funds from FEMA can assist with the increased
cost of elevating a home above the flood plain. FEMA
grants can also help communities acquire property in
the floodplain. Compact community design is another
strategy to accommodate development near the
waterfront through higher densities and narrower
streets. Smaller building footprints, reuse of existing
buildings, and the reductions in street width and paved
land mean more undeveloped land to absorb
rainwater and reduce flood impacts®.
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Strengthening Resilience of Households and Social Networks

Understanding a community’s social networks, and the wesisser
varying level of disaster’s impact on each, helps 2
governments prepare to meet their needs.
Communication networks, like the cell-phone call back
systems in Harrison and Jackson Counties, can get
warnings out to a large population quickly. Targeting
education efforts toward kids can help improve disaster
preparedness for families as a whole. The Mississippi’s
Governor’s Commission on Recovery, Rebuilding, and
Renewal produced After Katrina: Building Back Better
Than Ever to examine the lessons of the hurricane and
goals for rebuilding. A more resilient community has
advance knowledge of who lives in flood and other
hazard-prone areas and makes plans to protect them.
Specific provisions should be established for evacuation, Al -
sheltering, and recovery of elderly, disabled and single  Hurricane Evacuation Map, Mississippi Department of
parent and other special needs households. Transportation. Find your evacuation route.

Tm } ACTIONS POLICIES « TOOLS » TECHNIQUES

Tap into the Coastal Zone Management Program to protect your
coastline

Develop zoning and land use policies to concentrate coastal growth in
Strengthen and Direct safer areas

Development Towards
Existing Communities

Investigate alternatives to create more resilient cities

Rebuild Mississippi communities for greater resilience after a disaster

Implement Mitigation Best Practices prior to a natural disaster

Prepare homeowners for natural hazards

Increase Community Preparedness for natural climate hazards

Encourage Community
and Stakeholder
Collaboration in

Development Decisions | Provide enhancements for coastal communities, ecosystems, and

economies to become more resilient to coastal hazards

Develop disaster preparedness education programs that target the
family

*For a complete list of tools and resources, please see the “Tools & Resources Index” section of the Smart Growth and Sustainability Toolbox.

Y FEMA: Preparedness Resources www.fema.qov/plan-prepare-mitigate
2 NOAA, ICMA, EPA, Sea Grant Rhode Island. Coastal Smart Growth http://coastalsmartgrowth.noaa.qov/
elements/design.html|
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