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Conserving ecological areas and preserving historic and

culturally significant areas is important for creating

distinctive communities and fostering a strong sense of

place. Conservation easements, open space design, and

historic preservation districts can be used to promote

infill and redevelopment projects while protecting areas

with cultural and natural resources from future

development. Principles that define conservation and

protection measures are discussed below.

e Foster Distinctive, Attractive Communities with a
Strong Sense of Place

e Preserve Open Space, Farmland, Natural Beauty, and
Critical Environmental Areas

e Strengthen and Direct Development Toward Existing
Communities

e Protect Watersheds

Foster Distinctive, Attractive Communities with a
Strong Sense of Place

Conservation easements are voluntary agreements that
allow individuals or groups to limit the type or amount
of development on their property. Land set aside in a
permanent conservation easement has a prescribed set
of uses or activities that generally restrict future
development. Conservation easements are often

secured to protect significant environmental features
and tracts of open space. Some areas have created
strategic plans for
conservation.

identifying areas for future
The Conservation Fund provides such
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Photo of Graveline Bay provided by the Mississippi
Department of Marine Resources.

strategies, referencing examples like America’s
Longleaf Initiative to protect longleaf pine habitat
and the Open Space Plan for Davidson, Tennessee.

Preserve Open Space, Farmland & Natural Beauty

The use of zoning and other policy can help
discourage the development of undisturbed, natural
areas. When land use codes provide clear
delineation of lands for preservation and lands for
development, natural resources can be protected.
Riparian buffer zones preserve natural vegetation
along waterways that aids in filtering pollutants,
providing critical habitat, and protecting against
streamside erosion. The Mississippi Scenic Streams
Stewardship Program was designed to encourage
riparian buffers by promoting voluntary private
conservation efforts along Mississippi’s unique rivers
and streams, in addition to offering tax incentives for
streamside tree planting.

Strengthen and Direct Development Toward
Existing Communities
Through strategic planning that discourages

greenfield development, local jurisdictions can
promote infill and redevelopment projects. The
American Planning Association has a policy guide to
help communities create redevelopment plans. To
combat suburban sprawl, some cities use financial
incentives to direct development toward existing
communities where infrastructure is already
present.

www.dmr.ms.gov
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Watershed Protection

Watershed plans are another way for communities to
protect natural resources. A watershed is an area of
land where runoff flows into a common stream or
river. The goal of watershed plans generally relates to
water quality improvements and/or protection. To
accomplish this goal, watershed plans have educational
and technical best management practices (BMPs) to
promote better water quality. The watershed planning
process identifies significant assets within the
watershed including riparian areas, recreational areas,
historically significant locations, and areas for future
conservation efforts. Watershed plans look at activities natural hydrologic processes to promote growth in
in upstream areas and how those impact areas the most ideal places. Examples of the practices that
downstream. Considering land development’s impact  could be implemented in a suburban area watershed
on hydrology at a watershed level is important for  plan include structural practices such as “green”
regional planning as it can prevent problems like street ~ stormwater practices (i.e. bioretention cells, sediment
flooding and other drainage concerns. Regional  basins, green roofs, etc.) and non structural strategies
planning and zoning should take into account like ordinances, pet waste programs, setbacks and
watershed boundaries, impervious surface cover, and  zoning overlay districts.
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Foster Distinctive,

Attractive Places with
a Strong Sense of Place Design zoning ordinances around preserving open spaces

Create sustainable open spaces for residents to enjoy

Preserve Open Space,
Farmland, Natural

Beauty, and Critical
Environmental Areas Protect natural resources through conservation easement

Encourage Better Site Design using the Handbook for Changing
Development Rules in your Community

The Trust for Public Land has put together the Local Government Guide
to Greenprinting which discusses land conservation to guide growth and
Preserve the Character of our Communities

Strengthen and Direct

Development Toward
Existing Communities Land trusts, such as those developed in Maryland provide support for

the protection of natural resources through conservation easements,
thus limiting development of critical environmental habitats

*For a complete list of tools and resources, please see the “Tools & Resources Index” section of the Smart Growth and Sustainability Toolbox.
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